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Champion Riveter And Family Are first Redbank Village Tenants
Henry Dionne, champion riveter of the South Portland Ship-building Corpo​ration, his wife and three children were the first tenants at Redbank Village. Greater Portland’s largest permanent de​fense housing project opened Tuesday Afternoon.

Irwin Altman, head of the local of​fice​ of the Federal Housing Authority, said that 14 other units in the 500 unit development would be occupied this week and that the remaining units would be ready for occupancy in April. Con​struction of the project began last Au​gust.

Dionne, hero of the Nation’s ship​builders, left his glory for the day and found himself, as all husbands on mov​ing day, relegated to fetch and carry category under the direction of Mrs. Dionne.

His three children, Ellen, 3, Henry Jr., 5, and Nancy, 4, also turned to with a 

will, washing windows, laying rugs and 

pushing furniture into position in their new home.

Constructed as permanent dwellings complete with cellars, the Redbank houses are designed to accommodate from two to four families. The Dionne house is one of the typical two-family style.

Each apartment includes a kitchen equipped with an electric refrigerator, coal cooking range, cabinets and lino​leum. The houses are heated with hot air furnaces fueled by coal. Apartments consist of from three to five rooms, the most popular in demand be​ing the two-family unit having two four-room apartments, Altman said.

Transportation of school chil​dren has been arranged with the Central Maine Power Company, whose officials have assigned some of the new buses to an extended run to Redbank Village from the Stroudwater route, Altman said.
