Portland Sunday Telegram - March 21, 1948
Hold Redbank Sell Sagamore Cities Indicate

By May Craig (Staff Correspondent)

Washington, March 20: The City of  South Portland has expressed a desire for indefinite delay in disposal of Redbank Vil​lage, but the City of Portland has ex​pressed no objection to disposi​tion of Sagamore Village, Acting Federal Public Housing Commis​sioner John J. Egan re​ported to Representative Robert Hale of Maine today.

Egan said it is the policy of his agency to follow local recom​mendations as far as consistent with applicable law and policies and equitable return to the Gov​ernment. No final decision has been made on either, he said, since further consultations are in progress.

Egan said that the policy of the Agency is to hold consultations with lo​cal communities and repre​sentatives of the projects and this has been done.
Redbank Village is suitable for sale as individual buildings to priority hold​ers, Egan has been informed by the New York re​gional office. The city has asked indefinite delay, due to fear, that disposal will result in evictions if some tenants are unwilling or unable to purchase. Therefore the regional office has not been able to arrange with the city for dedications to the city of certain facili​ties, such as project streets, and likewise have been unable to arrange for the waiver of building code violations which were un​avoidable in housing construc​tion during the war.

Further consultations are to be held in an attempt to reach satis​factory agreement with the city.

In the case of Sagamore Vil​lage, the regional office says the city has ex​pressed no objection to the PHA plan of disposing of the project through offering individual buildings to priority holders.

The city has approved the ne​cessary dedications and waivers of building code violations. No written approval has been obtained from the elected head of the lo​cal government however.

Egan pointed out that sale of Saga​more Village will not decrease the housing supply in the Portland area and that tenants will not necessarily be evicted. Those occupants who are able and will​ing to purchase as priority hold​ers would find no necessity for build​ing or purchasing new homes outside the project.

The sales prices for the build​ings will be based on long term value of the prop​erty as estimated by competent, inde​pendent ap​praisers, Egan declared. This will eliminate the inflationary influ​ence of the present real estate market and un​doubtedly will re​sult in prices substan​tially lower than comparable facilities in the locality, Egan predicted.

Priorities Listed
“Promotion of home ownership, with first preference to veterans, is the key to the government's program for disposing of approx​imately 160,000 units of Federally-owned, permanent war hous​ing,” Egan said. Priorities are alloted as follows:

1. Veterans now living in a war housing unit, who intend to con​tinue to occupy the unit;
2. Veterans who intend to oc​cupy a dwelling to be sold;

3. Non-veterans presently oc​cupying a unit which is to be sold and who intend to live in it.

[[A special committee of the City Council will hold a public meeting at 4 p. m. Thursday in the council cham​bers to hear suggestions of local groups con​cerning the sale of Saga​more Village, it was announced Sat​urday.]]
