Portland Press Herald – December 17, 1953
Redbank Goes On Sale Friday

Gov't Hopes To Interest Tenants' Cooperative

Redbank Village in South Portland is finally going up for sale tomorrow.

The Government plans to sell the housing projects' 238 dwellings to a "mutual or cooperative" group composed of tenants in the unit.
Originally the Public Housing Ad​ministration planned to sell the project on an individual basis. The Government announced the latter proposal Sept. 4, 1952.
Since that time appraisals have been made, unit by unit, of the village, appar​ently with a view to selling to individu​als.

The reason for the change in selling plans was not explained in the PHA's announcement of sale.

The Press Herald learned, however, that the reason for the switch was to "get around" the touchy sewer problem which apparently was a factor in holding up the sale before this date.

The government origi​nally planned to sell the housing project by last July.
City officials are on record as saying that it will cost more than $100,000 to get the Redbank sewerage system into good enough condition for City ac​ceptance.

The Press Herald source said by switching from the individual to a group basis, the Government would be making its offer more attractive.
He explained that an in​dividual would be more inclined to buy as a member of a group because of the coop​eration pos​sible in getting the sewer prob​lem solved.

The PHA's latest offer calls for sale of the entire project. Included in the project are the 238 dwelling structures, housing about 500 families, the adminis​tration building and a two-car garage.

The Government explained the sale will be made to “a group consisting prin​cipally of veter​ans (whether now existing or organized expressly to take advantage of this offer.)” 

It added that the group must be "or​ganized on a mutual or cooperative basis for the purpose of providing housing to its members or stockholders and having full authority at law to carry out its pur​poses."

If a cooperative group of tenants is organized to buy the project, it has until Feb. 17, 1954 to inform the Government.
The group must have a membership "composed of occupants and prospective occupants equal in number to not less than 50% of the number of dwelling units in the project."

The group, the PHA added "Must ac​cept as a member of its organization any tenant whether a veteran or not occupy​ing a dwelling unit in the village."

"If a Mutual complies with these and other requirements by Feb. 17. 1954, it must then, within the next 60 days, dem​onstrate that it has a paid up membership equal to not less than 67 per cent of the number of dwell​ing units."

The group must then, the PHA ex​plained, make a down payment of not less than $50 a dwelling unit.

The offer to the mutual group expires March 19, 1954.

The PHA is offering the project to the group at a fixed price "determined by the PHA." The price was not revealed.

“To be eligible for consideration the mutual must have in paid-up member​ship fees a total of at least $12,500 (rep​resenting $25 per dwelling in the project) and each member claimed must have paid in at least $50,” the PHA said.

If the tenants' group does not want the project the village will be sold on a competi​tive basis, the Press Herald source said.

Members of the a Redbank Tenants Council voted last night to contact the Government for further information on the proposed plan.

Waldo E. Pray, vice chairman of the council, and Mrs. Francis C. Phil​brick, secretary, were appointed to the committee.

Neither the Council nor the tenants had been informed of the proposed sale by the Government.

Pray said that a meeting of the ten​ants would be called "as soon as we have more information on the situation."

When the Government first announced the project was for sale in 
1952, it planned to dispose of the homes 
on a one-to-a-person basis on the fol​lowing priority:

1. Veteran occupants of units.

2. Non-veteran occupants of units.

3. Veteran non-occupants.

4. Non-veteran non-occupants.
The 238 structures are composed of two and three units in each dwelling.

Construction of the village was started in 1942 to provide homes for war workers.

It is considered one of the best of the Government’s wartime housing projects.
